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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 37-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klein (5,970,243) and further in view of the applicant's choice of which specific industrial 



process is performed. 
Claims 

37. (New) A semiconductor manufacturing 
System for producing a substrate to be 
Treated including a controller for 
Controlling an operation of the 
Semiconductor manufacturing system by 
Carrying out a control program according 
To the following events: 



Klein 

The applicant claims a semiconductor 
manufacturing system; however, the 
actual items claimed appear to 
resemble components of a method 
(events, determining and storing, etc.) 
more than a manufacturing system. 
Furthermore, it is not clear that anything 
is produced and that the system merely 
has the capabilities of producing a 
substrate. Klein does not specifically 
indicate the semiconductor 
manufacturing system for producing a 
substrate. However, he provides for an 
industrial controller (see the title and the 
abstract). Furthermore, it is considered 
that various types of industrial 
controllers for controlling industrial 
processes. A semiconductor 
manufacturing system is also 
considered an industrial process and 
therefore, it is merely considered a 
choice of design to select a specific 
industrial process (a semiconductor 
manufacturing process) and its inherent 
features. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
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A standby event... 



A boat-up event... 

A ramping up event... 

A process event... 

A ramping down event... 

A boat down event... 

A standby event... 

Wherein the controller includes. 



in the art at the time of the invention to 
select a semiconductor manufacturing 
system as the industrial process for its 
inherent features such as enabling the 
growing of film on a substrate to enable 
creation of a specific circuit. 

Since the manufacturing system does 
Not appear to be a method, means plus 
function and it is not clear which means 
is used to implement the event, the 
feature are not entitled patentable 
weight in a system claim in which a 
means or a means plus function is 
expected. Furthermore, the events listed 
here and below are considered inherent 
features in a manufacturing system and 
therefore, once the manufacturing 
system is selected (as the industrial 
process), the events are provided or 
enabled by default of the selection, as 
indicated above. 



Determining a timing. 



The controller is considered part of the 
System and this feature is considered 
implemented by Klein's controllers listed 
in the abstract. 

See col. 2 lines 14-18. 



Storing the control program. 



See col. 7 lines 8-17. The memory is 
also considered part of a system and is 
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considered implemented via Klein's fig. 
5 items 88 and 99. Furthermore, it 
appears the applicant is only mentioning 
one control program; therefore, it is not 
clear what if anything is used to change 
the original control program. Also, see 
col. 5 lines 14-19. 



38. (New) ...temporarily hold the See again item 99 of fig. 8. 

Control program... 

In reference to claims 39-43, see the last sentence of the abstract, which 
Indicates that a stop point (safe point) must be reached in order to change programs. 
Claims 44-50 and 51-55 are taught by claims 37-43 above. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 37-55 have been considered but are 
not persuasive. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Chavis whose telephone number is (703) 571- 
3720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Tue & Th-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (703) 571-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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